Usted y ustedes

Ejercicios ilustrados - Practice sheets

Practise addressing one person with usted and several people with ustedes. Explore
verb forms and everyday conversations.

Page 2: a short reminder and present-tense practice.
Page 3: change tu / vosotros to usted / ustedes.
Page 4: an extra challenge and a short dialogue.
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One person or several?

Una persona o varias - A short reminder

Usted addresses one person and uses the same verb forms as él / ella. Ustedes addresses several

people and uses the same forms as ellos / ellas.
TU hablas » Usted habla.
Vosotros habldis —» Ustedes hablan.

Usted often expresses formality or social distance; the choice depends on the relationship, situation
and place. In Spanish-speaking America and the Canary Islands, ustedes is also the everyday informal

plural.

A. Complete the present tense - Completa

Example: Usted come. / Ustedes corren. Now conjugate the verbs in brackets.

1. Usted . (comer) 5. Usted al futbol. (jugar)

2. Ustedes . (correr) 6. Usted pasta. (cocinar)

3. Ustedes . (bailar) 7. Usted pan. (comprar)

4. Usted espafol. (ensefar) 8. Ustedes la casa. (limpiar)
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B. Change the form of address

Cambia la forma de tratamiento

Rewrite each sentence using the requested form. Keep the same number of listeners: tu - usted;

vosotros — ustedes. You may omit the pronoun when the meaning is clear.

1. ;Cudantos anos tienes? - usted

2. Este no es tu libro. —» usted

3. Te he comprado unos bombones. - usted

4. ;Quieres mas helado? - usted

5. ¢Venis al cine manana? - ustedes

6. ;:Te encuentras mejor? - usted
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B. A little further

Un paso mas - Complete B7-B12, then try C.

These items also include past forms and requests. Change only the way you address the listener(s); keep

the meaning.

7. Pasa tu primero. - usted

8. jLo has hecho muy bien! - usted

9. ¢(Hablais espaiol? - ustedes

10. Ya te dije que era muy facil. -» usted

11. ;Vais a venir la semana que viene? - ustedes

12. LIamame manana y quedamos. - usted

C. A conversation - Una conversacion

Complete with: estd - estoy - habla - hablo. Use each once.

1. Marian: ;Cémo usted hoy?
2. Visitante: muy bien, gracias.
3. Marién: § usted espanol?

4, Visitante: Si, un poco.

Notice the change of speaker: the question uses usted; the listener answers with yo. You can leave the

pronouns unstated: ;Cémo esta? / Estoy bien.
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